Winter Pathway Closure
The 5-mile segment of the Jackson Hole MultiUse Pathway that lies on the National Elk Refuge
is closed annually from November 1st until April
30th to avoid conflict between humans and
wildlife.
The closure begins just North of the Jackson Hole
and Greater Yellowstone Visitor Center at Flat
Creek. The closure ends at the Gros Ventre bridge.
The National Elk Refuge is part of the National
Wildlife Refuge System. The mission of Wildlife
Refuges around the country is "Wildlife First".
The annual pathway closure is one way the
National Elk Refuge aims to stay true to our
mission and put wildlife first.

Frequently Asked Questions
Isn't the highway the real problem?
Animals perceive risk differently in various
situations. Elk on the National Elk Refuge perceive
the greatest risk from humans on foot and on
bicycles, often seeing them as predators. Wildlife
typically see vehicles as non-threatening, because
they are more predictable.
Vehicle-wildlife collisions are of high concern to
us, and with the proximity of the pathway to the
highway, we want to decrease the chances of a
potential collision. Although we cannot alter
operations on the highway, we can take steps
towards keeping animals out of the roadway.
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Is there data to support this closure?
There is ample data within the scientific literature
regarding winter recreation causing disturbance to
wintering wildlife. There is also evidence of
greater disturbance to ungulates (hooved animals,
including elk and deer) resulting from humans on
foot than from vehicular traffic.
The Refuge has collected GPS collar data from the
Jackson Elk Herd demonstrating migration routes
to the Refuge from across the highway. There is
also literature and observations which indicate that
human recreation reduces usable foraging habitat,
as animals tend to avoid areas with high human
activity.
As more recreation occurs near Refuge boundaries,
less habitat is available for elk and other wildlife to
graze, contributing to starvation and disease. This
reduction of usable habitat has been anecdotally
observed along the Refuge Road. There is reason
to believe that this habitat reduction could also
occur along the pathway without a winter closure.

Can I use the Refuge Road in the winter?
Yes! The first 3.5 miles of the Refuge Road is open
to public usage year-round.
While pedestrians
and cyclists still
have the potential to
disturb animals on
the Refuge Road,
vehicle-wildlife
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collisions do not
present as much of a threat due to low posted
vehicle speeds and absence of a fence. Without a
fence, such as the one along the western border of
the Refuge, disturbed wildlife can retreat into the
Refuge rather than onto roadways.

Are there other winter recreation
opportunities?
Yes! Jackson is home to many other recreation
opportunities in the winter. The National Elk Refuge
is famous for winter wildlife viewing and
photography.
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There are also many
pathways available
for use during the winter
in the Jackson area.
Visit
friendsofpathways.org
/our-trails-andpaths/pathways or scan
the QR code here to
view maps and plan
your trip before you go!

What can the public do to help wintering
wildlife?

Observing winter wildlife closures is one of the most
important things you can do to help wildlife survive
the winter. In addition to the National Elk Refuge
portion of the multi-use pathway, there are closures in
Bridger-Teton National Forest, Grand Teton National
Park, Caribou-Targhee National Forest, and the South
Park Wildlife Management Area. For a full list of
closures in the Jackson Hole area, visit
jhalliance.org/dont-poach-the-powder or scan this
QR code.
Additionally, you can help
wintering wildlife by maintaining
a safe distance from wildlife
outside of closed areas.
Stay 25 yards (about 5 car lengths) away from moose,
elk, and deer and 100 yards (one football field) away
from bears and wolves. Never chase wildlife or allow
your pets to chase them; keep dogs leashed at all
times during the winter.
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Why is the pathway closed?
While the pathway is a popular area for
recreation, the Refuge border along Highway 89
is a crucial area for winter wildlife migration to
the National Elk Refuge. The pathway is closed
to protect wildlife migrating to and from the Elk
Refuge.
The presence of pedestrians and cyclists can
appear as hunters and predators to migrating and
foraging animals. If an animal is looking to enter
the Refuge from the direction of the highway,
they often have to run along the fence until they
find a "wildlife jump", a one-way entrance to the
Refuge. If an animal is spooked by a person on
the pathway before they can cross the fence, they
may run back into the roadway, creating the
potential for human injury, wildlife injury, and
property damage.
Pedestrians and cyclists can also cause animals to
run away from the fence line within the refuge,
forcing them to use energy that is critical for
winter survival. This also decreases wildlife's
use of available
forage,
contributing to
starvation and
disease potential.
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Contact
For more information, visit:
tetoncountywy.gov/493/Pathways
Teton County Pathways
320 S. King Street
Jackson, WY 83001
(307) 732-8573
National Elk Refuge Administrative Offices
675 E. Broadway
Jackson, WY 83001
(307) 733-9212
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Thank you for protecting
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community!
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